Introduction
The old-growth forests of eastern Finland have recently attracted the attention of many conservationists, ecologists and mycologists. Woodrotting fungi, especially polypores, are fairly well known in the area and some regional species lists (Kotiranta et al. 1994 , PenttiHi 1994 , Anttila et al. 1995 , Junninen 1996 , Kotiranta & Niemela 1996 , Bondartseva et al., 1998 , Renvall1998, Lindgren 1999 , Vehmaa 1999 ) are already available. Active collecting by forest conservationists has rapidly increased the distributional data of these fungi, and during the last five years plenty of new records of, e.g., rare and threatened polypores have been made. The present paper reports the most recent of them from the municipalities of Suomussalmi, Kuhmo and Ilomantsi in eastern Finland.
The material treated here was collected by Kaisa Junninen (KJ) during old-growth forest inventories in 1998. The specimens were identified and the text was written by PR. For a description of the microscopical examination see Renvall (1992) . Voucher specimens are deposited in the Kuopio Natural History Museum (KUO). ll the localities given below are previously unstudied and therefore not included in the work of Kotiranta and Niemela (1996) . The co-ordinates are given according to the Finnish national uniform grid system (27°E). This boreo-continental rarity has been classified as threatened in Finland (vulnerable) and in Sweden (endangered). In Fennoscandia it grows almost exclusively on fallen spruce trunks decayed by Trichaptum laricinum (P. Karst.) Ryvarden (Niemela et al. 1995) . In addition to the four collections cited above one observation (72650: 6083) was made. All of them derive from fallen spruce trunks extensively decayed by T. laricinum.
Results

Amyloporia crassa
Rigidoporus crocatus (Pat.) Ryvarden Specimen examined: Pohjois-Karjala, Ilomantsi, Tapionaho, Betula, 69817( -8): 7282-4, 8.X.l998 KJ 1077a. This is the first Finnish record of Rigidoporus crocatus in this century. Previously only two, over 100 years old collections (Satakunta, Merikarvia, 1859; Etelii-Hiime, Tammela, end of the 19th century) were known, and the species was considered to be extinct (Kotiranta & Niemela 1996) . R. crocatus has not been recorded in the other Nordic countries (Vesterholt 1997) but there are some recent collections from the Karelian Republic, Russia (R. Penttila, pers. comm.) and from Estonia (T. Niemela, pers. comm.) The species was found on a fallen trunk of Betula in a moist old-growth forest. The site is situated on a gentle northern slope predominated by spruce. Other abundant tree species were Betula sp. and Populus tremula. The forest is characterized by big old trees and a large amount of decaying wood. The area belongs to the planned Koitajoki Nature Reserve, and it is also known for its rich Coleopteran fauna (Yakovlev et al. 1995) .
